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Planners Release Initial Working Designs for BR Lakes Project 

Wetlands, parks and promenades are included in first take of master plan 

 

Separate walking and biking paths around the perimeter of the lakes. Majestic cypress trees and grassy 

marshes to clean polluted stormwater. More park space and boardwalks, and slowing down traffic on 

dangerous Stanford Avenue are included in the first working designs for a master plan for the University 

and City Park lakes system.  

SWA Group, in association with Jeffrey Carbo Landscape Architects, revealed the designs at a public 

meeting for the plan at Lod Cook Alumni Center on the shoreline at LSU. More than 300 people 

attended the Thursday meeting, breaking into groups after the presentation to share their thoughts of 

the work so far.  

Led by Kinder Baumgardner of SWA Group, the landscape architects will refine the plan, which was 

created with input from East Baton Rouge residents. They will return in coming months with a draft, 

then deliver a final plan to the Baton Rouge Area Foundation and partners this summer. To create the 

master plan, the Foundation is collaborating with the city-parish and LSU, which own the lakes, as well 

as BREC, which operates parks and other public spaces on and around the lakes. The $750,000 master 

plan is being underwritten by fund donors and members of the Foundation.  

The landscape architects were hired because the lakes are in decline. Already too shallow, the six water 

bodies are silting up with polluted sediment that runs off from surrounding neighborhoods and 

nutrients that bloom and die.  City Park Lake is the most threatened; only inches deep along the edges 

and about two feet deep, on average. If nothing is done, the lakes will turn into mudflats and swamps. 

The planners are recommending dredging to deepen the lakes and using the dredged materials for 

shoreline improvements.  

Among the initial design ideas:  

 Use wetlands – submerged marshes, cypress swamps and flowering marshes – around the lakes 

to clean stormwater of chemicals and nutrients. The surrounding neighborhoods and I-10 now 

drain into the lakes.  
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 Build a multi-use path and separate bike paths around the entire perimeter of the lakes, with 

narrower paths around smaller Lake Erie and boardwalks to link with overlooks on the lakes.  

 Calm traffic on East Lakeshore Drive and Stanford Avenue, where cars travel within a few feet of 

pedestrians. 

 Connect University and City Park lakes with an iconic bridge on May Street, allowing LSU’s 

rowing team to host races across the full length of the two largest lakes.  

 Build a public boathouse where coffee and food is served on new land and wetlands at the foot 

of City Park Golf Course. People could rent boats and paddle through wetlands before entering 

open waters of the lakes.  

 Connect Campus and College lakes and build a boathouse for LSU’s boating team and students. 

The boathouse would be near the LSU Recreation Center, which is set for its own expansion. 

 Create gateways to LSU at Dalrymple Drive and Stanford Avenue. 

All the working designs are posted at BatonRougeLakes.org and people can comment on the designs 

at a link on the site.  

The master plan will include a cohesive landscaping scheme, suggestions for way-finding signs, a habitat 

restoration strategy, and proposals for mitigating both noise and drainage from I-10. To achieve the 

goals, planners will identify potential funding sources for implementation. Recommendations for 

governance will be included to ensure the long-term upkeep and improvement of the lakes.  

The work is being conducted in consultation with donors to the project and lake area residents, users of 

the lakes, LSU, the city-parish, BREC, Louisiana Division of Administration, Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries, Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, La. Department of 

Transportation and Development, Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Louisiana 

Department of Natural Resources, Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, the Nature 

Conservancy and Audubon Nature Institute. 

About the Foundation: The Baton Rouge Area Foundation is among more than 700 community 

foundations in the United States. The Foundation works in two ways to improve the quality of life across 

South Louisiana. One, The Foundation connects donors who open charitable accounts with nonprofits 

that provide services to the community. Over 50 years, fund donors and the Foundation have granted 

more than $350 million. Two, the foundation takes on projects that improve the quality of life. 

Contributions from members, who number about 600, partly underwrite these projects, which include 

master planning of the Baton Rouge lakes, improving autism services, education reform, downtown 

redevelopment, and creating The Water Institute of the Gulf to solve problems caused by rising seas and 

vanishing wetlands. 

 

 


